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Fipa language 


Fipa (Fipa: Ichifipa ) is a Bantu language of Tanzania. It is spoken 
by the Fipa people, who live on the Ufipa plateau in the Rukwa 
Region of South West Tanzania between Lake Tanganyika and Lake 
Rukwa. The ethnic group of the Fipa people is larger than the group 
of Fipa language speakers. On the Tanzanian side, people who 
speak Mambwe-Lungu may identify as Fipa and consider their 
language to be a dialect of Fipa. Lungu and Mambwe are also 
spoken in Zambia where they are considered languages and their 
speakers are considered to be ethnic groups in their own right, 
although linguists consider Lungu and Mambwe to be dialects of a 
single language. There are three dialects: Milanzi (also referred to as 
IchiSukuuma), Kwa (Ichikwa) and Nkansi. 

Maho (2009) classifies M.131 Kulwe (Kuulwe, no ISO code) as 
closest to Fipa. Otherwise the dialects are Milanzi (Fipa-Sukuma, 
Icisukuuma), South Fipa, Kandaasi ( Icikandaasi ), Siiwa ( Icisiiwa ), 
Nkwaamba ( Icinkwaamba ), Kwa ( Icikwa ), Kwaafi ( Icikwaafi ), Ntile 
(Icintile , Cile), Peemba ( Icipeemba ). 

Notes 


1. Fipa (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/fip/) at 

Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Flaspelmath, 
Martin, eds. (2017). "Fipa" (http://glottolog.org/resource/la 
nguoid/id/fipal238) Glottolog 3.0 Jena, Germany: Max 
Planck Institute for the Science of Fluman History. 

3. Jouni Filip Maho, 2009. New Updated Guthrie List Online 
(https://web.archive.Org/web/20180203191542/http://goto. 

glocalnet.net/mahopapers/nuglonline.pdf) 
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